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University of Minnesota, Morris
Scholastic Committee
Minutes #18, April 27, 2004
The Scholastic Committee held its final meeting of the academic year on April 27th at 9:00 in the
Community Services Conference Room. Chair Meek provided treats.
Members present: W. Cox, K. Crandall, B. Fischer, N. McPhee, B. McQuarrie, L. Meek (chair), R.
Richards, J. Ropp, K. Klinger (coordinator), J. Mullin
1. The April 13 minutes were approved.
2. Petitions
#1127--Waive the College Writing requirement based on a review of written work. Denied
#1128--Allow the student to withdraw from Senior Seminar with a W after the nine week deadline based
on hardship. Approved
#1129-- Allow the student to meet the History requirement of the GER through an IS directed study
designed specifically to meet it. Approved.
3. McQuarrie Report on Academic Integrity Web page. The Committee authorized B. McQuarrie to post
on the Web new material about the academic integrity policy. The URL is:
<http://cda.mrs.umn.edu/~mcquarrb/AcadInt/AcademicIntegrity.html>.
N. McPhee will work with him this summer to post the material and to inform offices with a special
interest in academic integrity. Next fall, the Committee will develop a plan to inform students and
faculty of the existence of the site ; we will also consider how to maintain it. Meek suggested that the
Scholastic Committee annually review the material on the academic integrity site.
4. Meek Final Examination Policy Clarification: Chair Meek had reviewed the Final Examination Policy
and sent the Committee written suggestions for making it clearer to students and faculty. The Committee
supported sending these clarifications to Dean Schwaller for posting on the Dean's web page. The final
exam policy for the University of Minnesota is available at the following web site--the University of
Minnesota Policy on Classes, Schedules, and Final Examinations For Semesters
<http://www1.umn.edu/usenate/policies/semclasses.html>. The clarification follows.
According to the Senate Committee on Educational Policy, the final exam is the last exam of the term,
whether or not it is cumulative. The intent of the rule is to avoid significant exams during the last week.
Thus, while a unit exam during the last week of class plus a cumulative final during final's week is
discouraged, it would be acceptable. Additionally, lab practicums may be given during the last week of
classes. What is not acceptable is an exam in the last week of class in lieu of an exam in the finals week.
Term papers, take home tests and other out-of-class work that is assigned before the last week of class can
be expected to be due the last day of the regular class. What the rule seeks to exclude is a take-home final
exam being handed out and due during the last week, which is in effect the same thing as having a final
exam the last week. Ideally, faculty would accept out-of-class work on the day of the scheduled final
exam, if no final exam is scheduled.
The intent of the above rules is that work during the last week of class and during final's week is spread
out as much as possible.
5. Report on the decision to withdraw the repeat policy from the April 19th Assembly Agenda. K.

Klinger reported that Linda Ellinger of Craig Swan's Office had asked the Scholastic Committee not to
ask for Assembly action on allowing students who earned a C- grade to repeat the course without
permission from the Scholastic Committee. She recommended that Klinger and Ahern (former SCEP
chair) contact the current SCEP chair to discuss the proposed change. With a common transcript and
grading system, the University is trying to bring all variant policies into harmony. UMTC allows students
to repeat any course once, no matter what grade they receive. A sub-committee had been appointed to
identify the complexities of repeating courses. We will determine later, when we learn more about the TC
position, whether the sub-committee should go forward.
6. Petitions over the summer: Klinger will send petitions to this year's membership by email. If there is a
quorum. or if almost all responding members approve, the petition will be approved. If there is little
support or if the support is mixed, the petition will be held until fall for review by the full committee.
7. Celebration and Adjournment. Chair Meek thanked the member of the Committee for their
contributions to the Scholastic Committee this year--those who are returning and those who have fulfilled
their terms. Meek will also pass the role of Chair to N. McPhee. The current and new chairs will meet
with the coordinator this summer as part of the transition.

